C1) 


CONSIDERAI IONS 


Humbly offered to the 


Right Honourable the Lords Spiri- 


tual and I emporal in Parliament 
Aſſembled: 


By the Linnen-Drapers and other Dealers im Eaſt-India 
Goods, againſt the Bill, Entituled, A Bill for the 
more Effectual Employment of the Poor, and 
Encouraging the Manutzctures cf this Kinzdom. 


Honourable Houſe of Commons, who have already paſs'd it, 

are of Opinion it will in ſome meaſure anſwer the ſame : 

But it muſt alſo be acknowledged, That the Procedure upon 
it, in carrying it through ſo ſwiftly, and refuſing to receive a Petition 
of Twenty thouſand People concerned in the Event of it, has been ſome- 
what different from what is uſual with that Wiſe Afſzmbly in Matters of 
ſo great Moment ; and if all that is neceſſary to be known in this Mat- 
ter be examined and conſidered, we as little doubt that the Bill if paſſed 
will have a dire& contrary Effect; that is, to encreaſe the Number of 
Poor, and Prejudice the Woollen ManufaQure of this Kingdom: To 
evince which, we humbly beg Leave to offer to Your Lordſhips the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations. 


T HE Bill hasa ſpecious Title,and it is not to be doubted but the 


1. That all the Parts of Trade between Forcign Nations, have a mu- 
tual Dependance on one another ; and it has always been found by Ex- 
perience, that Prohibitions and Reſtriftions in the General have been a 
Prejudice to it, unleſs on ſome particular Occaſions ; as when we pro- 
Hibited Cloth being ſent White to Holand, they preſently prohibited it 
to come in there Dyed : Upon ſome Prohibition or high Impoſition in 
Portugal, they forbid the Importation of ſeveral Commodities from Eme- 
land ; and on the contrary, the French having prohibited or laid high 
Duties on our Manufa&ures, we continue the ſame on the Product of 
their Country : and ſo in innumerable other Inſtances : And it is not 
to be doubted, but in India and China, where they take off great Quan- 
tities of our Woollen ManufaQures for theirs, when they ſee we take 
no more of their ManufaQures, they . of their own accord, and more 
eſpecially by the Inſtigation of other Exropcan Nations, who vie with us 
in that Trade, will ſoon forbid ours. 
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2, There 15 to the Value of Unwards of One hundred thouſand 
Pounds per 4144; of the Woollen Manufatture, and other the Produ& 
of Eneland, Exported to India and China; half whereof is vended at 
China, Surratt, Fort St. George, and the Bay of Bengall, as well as Perſea ; 
and is uſed for Covering of Rooms, Tents, Covers for Camels, and 
abundance of other Uſes, as well as Garments ; and the Vent thereof is 
daily encreaſing, by the induſtrious Application of both Companies, 
and the ſcparate Traders, who have a Right by the late A& to Trade 
thither, to the Trade of China, and eſpecially the Northern Parts of it, 
where, as we are informed, there is a Proſpe&t of expending a vaſt 
Quantity. 

23. As to the other Part of our Woollen Manufacture which goes to 
Perſiz, and is ſaid to interfere with the Turkey Trade, from whence 
Cloth uſed to be ſent thither ; but certainly it cannot be againſt the 
Intereſt of Exeland to carry our Cloth the neareſt way to Market ; thus 
it may be afforded cheaper to them, and the Cheapneſs of a Commo- 
dity always occaſions the greater Expence. And for the Money that 
15 ſent to [dia to help off our Woollen ManufaQture, the ſame is done 
to Tyrkey , though becauſe Cadiz and Leghorn lie in the way to Tirkey, 
it is taken aboard there, and ſo no Publick notice is taken of it in 
England. 

4. In general, the Woollen Manufacture is arrived to a greater 
Height in Ereland than ever, and larger Quantities are exported, as ap- 
pears by the Cuſtom-houſe-Books ; though it always has been, and 
ever will be, that ſome particular Sorts grow more out of Eſteem, and 
_ are brought into Uſe, by the Fancy and Humour of the 

eople. 

4 Great part of the India Manufactures complained of, are exported 
to Foreign Markets, even to the Value of the whole Firſt Coſt ; and the 
reſt that are ſpent in Erglarnd, are therefore ſo much clear Profit to 
the Nation : And whilſt we can have Commodities cheap for our own 
Uſe, and export our own to yield us more Money, as it 15 moſt evident 
we can, whar is thereby ſaved, is all Gain. 

6. If all the Manufa&ures of India imported muſt be exported again, 
they will be ſold in Foreign Markets fo cheap, that it will do much 
more Damage to our Ergliſþ ManufaQtures abroad, than it can poſſibly 
at home ; For why ſhould it be thought that Foreigners will not prefer 
what is cheapeſt as well as we ? Py 

7. Unleſs all Foreign Wrought Silks are prohibited as well as thoſe 
from India, we ſhall ſend abroad that which would coſt us but 10 5. 
to uſe, and be forced to uſe others imported from Exropeaz Nations, of the 
ſame Goodneſs and intrinfick Value, which will coſt us 3o or 40 s. 

8. If the Wearing be prohibited, as it is by this Bill, the Conſequence 
will be, That the Eaff-India and Ching Silks themſelves will be carried 
over-land to the Mediterranean, as Coffee is to Trakey, and the ſaid Silks 
will be imported from Italy as Italian Silks, as French Wine 1s daily from 
St. Sebaſtians ;, and by that means cn, a will get a vaſt deal of Money 
which the Engliſþ will pay ; for the Engliſh Ladies will have them, by 
whatſoever means they are brought in. : 

9. Experience has proved, That the Importation of E:ſ/-Ind;2 Wrought 
Silks has been an Advantage and Benefit to the Weavers in England, in- 
aſmuch as, " <. 
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1. The variety of Fancies from India has whetted the Invention, an 
excited the Induſtry of our Weavers to imitate them, and has thereby 
occaſioned a large vent of Exgliſh wrought Silks and ſlight Stuffs ; inſo- 
much that 3ooo Pieces at a time of Ereliſh Silks have been made aftcr 
Inrdia and China Patterns, and there is now four times as many Silks made 
in Ereglard, as are Imported and worn here. 

2. This has created a great Trade to the Weavers; and it is evident, 
That for Five and —_— Years laſt paſt, during the time of the greateſr 
Importation from the Eaſt-Indies of the Goods complained of, and 
whilſt they were ſold at half the Prizes they are at preſent, the Wea- 
vers Trade has Encreaſed, viz.They have multiplied very much in Num- 
ber, and got good Eſtates: And it is nothing but the Calamity of the 
late War, and the Dearneſs and Scarcity of Raw Silk occafioned there- 
by, and by untimely Scaſons for the Silk-worms. that has been the reaſon 
their Trade has not been fo good of late, but before this Prohibition can 
take place, great Quantities of Raw-Slk are expe&ed, their Trade will 
ſoon revive. 

Io If any Hardſhip muſt be put npon the Fajt-India-Trade, notwith- 
ſtanding the Purchaſe has been made of it, it will be much more ad- 
vantagious to Ergland and all partizs to have a higher Duty on, the ſaid 
Goods; And this will bring a great Revenue to the Crown, which o- 
therwiſe will go into the Pockets of yp counh who will Import them 
upon us, either by Stealth, or as made in Enrope, whereas this takes away 
near 8ccool. per. Am. 

11 In Holand there are many more Looms going then in England, 
and tho they have a ManufaQture of their own much nearer to the [diaz 
then ours, yet they not only Import theſe Goods from India themſelves, 
but permit them to be Imported into Holand from England, and all other 

arts. 
6 12 The Weavers in Holand ſome Years fince Petition'd the States to 
make a Prohibition as is propoſed here, but upon a full hearing of the 
matter, -it was rejected. 

13 It is chiefly the Silkweavers that are concern'd in this matter, and 
not the Staple Woollen Manufacture, which this Bill will rather leflen 
and Obſtruct then Promote, ſo that the Clamour about the Woollen 
Manufacture is all out of Doors in this Caſe, for if this Bill pats, many 
Weavers of Vooll would turn to be Silkweavers, as ſome already have. 

14 It takes away part of the Trade from thoſe who lent the Two 
Millions. 

I5 If this Prohibition takes effet, in all probability thc Dutch and 
other Foreigners will Prohibit [dia Goods from hence, as we have 
done from them, and then they have the whole Trade to themſelves, 
which we ſhall too late Repent, and we have reafon cnough to believe 
that in China and Irdia they will alſo Prohibit our Manufactures, if we 
refuſe to take theirs, which our Competitors there will endeavour to 
Foment, 

Further, it is humbly offered to Conſideration, how the ſaid Prohibi- 
tion will afe&t the Linnen-Drapers, and other Dezlers in Eaf#-Þ::.2 
Goods: And it is Humbly hoped your Lordſhips will have an equal 
Conſideration and Regar| to all the P2oplez of Ergland. 1-1 not De- 
ftroy and Ruine one Part for the ſake of another Part 
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t. The [dia Trade 1s the greateſt Part of the Drapers, and of ſome 
Mercers Trade ; the taking away of which muſt be their Ruine. 

2. The Bill depending extends to many Things never deſired by the 
Weavers to be Prohibited. 

3. This Trade is ſo far from being a Prejudice to the Weavers, that 
their Numbers and Trade have greatly Encreaſed, ſince the Trade in 
Eaſt-India Wrought Silks has been driven to its greateſt Height. 

4. By means of the Eaſt-India Trade the Drapers are Encreaſed Ten 
to One within theſe Twenty Years paſt; and they ſell great Quantities 
in ſmall Parcels amongſt other Goods for Exportation to Spair, Portugal, 
Guizy, &c. 

5. Theſe Drapers live in the Capital Houſes of Loxdor, few paying 
leſs than 1001. per Ammm. 

6. A conſiderable Number of Trades depend upon this Trade, as 
Dyers, Callenders, Primers, Stiffners, Preſſers, Embroiderers, Quilters, Flo- 
ris with Needle-work, inany of which are Gentlewomen of good Fa- 
miles. 

7. This Trade breeds up more Gentlemens Sons than any other Trade 
in London. | 

8. This Trade Deals with and gives Credit to a conſiderable Number 
of A in the Country, as well as in the City. 

9. If this Bill paſs, Goods made in Holland and other Parts, in Imi- 
tation of Indie Silks, &c. will be brought in, and when fold here, it 
will be impoſſible for the Drapers to prove that they are not Ezſt-India 


& 

10. If Printed, Dyed, and Stained Callicoes are Prohibited, in the 
room thereof will be uſed Germany and Scoteh Linnen, which will coſt 
much Dearer ; and French, Dutch, and Ttalian Silks, in the room of 
Eaft-India Silk, and at more than double the Price. 

I1. That if E:ft-India Goods be Prohibited, the Weavers in England 
will raiſe their Prizes to that height, that our ManufaQury cannot be 
Exported, and we muſt pay much dearer for what is worn here. 
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